action, as much by its sterilising influence as by its antitoxic action on the products of cellular elaboration. ? As an antiseptic mouth wash a few drops of tincture of iodine in a small tumbler of warm water is excellent in mouths where caries are prevalent. Iodine readily stains the skin and linen,.and its volatile nature is a factor which we are obliged to heed.
When extracting septic teeth a solution applied to the gum both before and after operating is a good precautionary measure against infection of the sockets, and also these properties may be taken advantage of for sterilising the gum before inserting a hypodermic needle. In pyorrhoea alveolaris it may be advantageously applied to the gum pockets after thorough cleansing and instrumentation.
As Colourless tinctures are made by the addition of ammonia or hyposulphite of soda, the iodine forming with them double salts which are colourless ; salts of iodine are practically unabsorbed by the skin when their solutions are applied as paints. If the colour is an objection, the official compound liniment of potassium iodide and soap is to be recommended. This is in the form of a white cream, and should be rubbed into the part until absorbed. During the process of friction the acid contained in the secretion of the sebaceous glands frees the iodine, and in this way does it act.
Rabuteau proved the liberation of iodine by the blueing of his shirt after rubbing a cream 011 his body. Iodine is liberated from its salts by acids, oxygen, paraldehyde, and most metallic salts.
The author mentions the liability to iodism during internal administration, and draws attention to the fact that potassium iodide is quickly absorbed by the stomach, is decomposed, and may be detected in the saliva five minutes after administration.
In the decomposition which takes place, part of the potassium iodide forms sodium iodide and part is freed into iodine, which combines with the albuminates of the body and remains longer in the system. This affinity of iodine for organic bodies is taken advantage of in the preparation of numerous organically combined iodides. These remain inert until they reach the small intestine.
Decomposition is slower than that of alkaline iodides, and elimination is prolonged, iodism being rare. The elimination of the sodium iodide in the mouth is by means of small submucous glands of the gum, so that the iodide is liberated in the mouth in the neighbourhood of the teeth, and right at the seat of the peridontal disease where it is difficult to gain access.
The The shaft is inserted into the mouth, and the edge of the ring is inserted between the tonsil and the posterior pillar of the fauces on the same side; the anterior is pressed upon by means of the finger or thumb so that the tonsil is thrust through the ring, counter pressure being exerted by the shaft against the lower jaw, and the handle is then pressed, the tonsil being thus enucleated in its capsule.
The improvement in the mental growth of the child after removal of the adenoids is often marvellous, provided the operation is performed during infancy and childhood.?J. Forbes Webster.
